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Austen Chamberlain, Mr. BUfour and Lord Birkenhead, and Mr. Bonar Law became Prime Minister, the first Conservative to hold that post for sixteen years. Mr. Baldwin became Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Lord Curzon remained Foreign Secretary. Parliament was dissolved early in November, and at the general election which followed the Conservative party obtained a majority of 72 over all other parties. Labour came back 144 strong, the anti-Coalition Liberals 60, and the Coalition Liberals 55. Electioneering was greatly confused. The Conservative leaders were attacking a Government of which they had been members until a few weeks previously, and for a greater part of whose proceedings they were directly responsible. Independent Liberals were attacking the same Government from a different angle; Labour was attacking both Liberals and Conservatives; Mr. Lloyd George was defending his Administration against all three. Between these parties the only thing certain was that the electors were determined to make an end of the Coalition, and in the confusion of the other parties, they chose the Conservatives as the only available alternative. But it was a somewhat ironical result which enabled the Conservative party to reap the fruit of the reaction from a Government which they had been chiefly instrumental in forming, and of which up to the last moment its leaders had been the chief supporters.loyd George he Liberal wing of the Coalition. In this they were mainly by Mr. Bonar Law, who had retired on account of n March of the previous year, but returned for this Ct> Stanley Baldwin, President of the Board •nly lately become a Cabinet Minister. —^.MO. uAxccuy arraigned the Prime Minister, and de-dared his belief that if " the present association with him were prolonged/* the disintegrating process  in die  Tory party wliich was already fer advanced would " go on inevitably untd the old Conservative party was smashed to atoms and lost in ruins.    He was prepared, he said, to go into the wilderness rather than continue the connexion
